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thank ourselves for all that follows. It will lie at our door
to answer for all the consequences of such a neglect. Prom
those, with whom we join in it, we have no returns, but
contempt, reproaches, and insults.

In fine, I can consider the triennial return of our elec-
tions no otherwise than as what hath made us, and still con-
tinues us, the most divided and most corrupted of nations;
what was at first by many contrived, and still in its own
nature tends, to oppose the designs of the best kings, and to
promote those of the worst; leading to an universal de-
bauchery of the manners and tempers of the electors, as well
as to make the elected themselves weary enough of such per-
petual contests and charge, to incline sometime or other to
thoughts which would not otherwise find admittance; influ-
encing the people to think easily of becoming a prey to the
highest bidder; keeping up the spirits of our common ene-
mies, and creating diffidence and uneasiness in our best
friends; introducing and increasing all excesses of violence
and mutual revenge; serving a multitude of bad purposes,
which have a peculiar malignity at this particular juncture,
without having one good effect fit to be named in opposition
to them; and all this occasioned by the shortness of the in-
terval allowed, either to put an end to such evils or to cul-
tivate anything that is good. To cure all these entirely, no-
thing can perhaps be thought of, but what would introduce
greater. To apply something that may put an end to some
of them, and abate and diminish the rest, is a matter that
deserves the regard of every good Briton; and, I believe,
at this time, nothing at all effectual can be thought of, with-
out an alteration of the triennial elections.

I am, <fcc.